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Borough of Bogota Minutes YFB  

   
Minutes                       April 7, 2022 
Open Sessions                     7:30pm  
 

 
 

BOROUGH OF BOGOTA 
   Mayor and Council Regular Meeting 

           Virtual Meeting  
     Chambers 375 Larch Ave, Bogota, NJ  
 
 
Roll Call of 2022 Council 
Mayor Kelemen  Present 
Council Carpenter  Present  
Councilman Connors  Present 
Councilwoman Fede  Present 
Councilwoman Granquist       Present 
Council President Murphy      Present 
Councilman Robbins  Present  
 
Also Present: Borough Attorney William Betesh, Borough Administrator Edward Hynes and 
Acting Borough Clerk Yenlys F. Bolivard  

Mayor Kelemen welcomed everyone to the first Borough Council meeting held in person since 
February-2019. This was held in the senior center to allow for safe distancing of anyone 
attending. Before the start of the meeting Mayor Kelemen introduced the new members on the 
dais. They were Acting Borough Clerk Flores-Bolivard, Interim Borough Administrator Mr. 
Hynes and Councilwoman Granquist. Councilwoman Granquist was elected to office in the fall 
of 2020 and this was her first in-person Council meeting. Mayor Kelemen asked Councilwoman 
Granquist to lead the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Salute to the Flag 
 
Citizen Remarks: One (5) minute time limit per person. Councilwoman Carpenter made a 
motion to enter citizen remarks, seconded by Council President Murphy, all in favor.  
 
Mr. Feller - Commented on the way the Building Department ordinance is written regarding 
driveway apron and side walk renovations and recommended for the Council to look into it. Ad-
ditionally, he is concerned regarding residents parking their vehicles in a way that hangs over the 
sidewalk or into the street, which makes it difficult for people to walk. 
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Ms. Harper-   Asked who is responsible for the side walk repairs. She also asked if there was a 
plan to do the meetings hybrid. Additionally, she asked about the resolution hiring an Arborist 
and would like to know more about her background. 

Motion was made by Councilman Connors to close citizen remarks, seconded by Councilwoman 
Carpenter. All in favor. 
 
Mayor and Council answered citizen’s remarks:   
 
Councilman Connor- expressed his concern of not having more residents present at the meet-
ing. He made a few recommendations on how to record the live meeting and asked the council to 
look into it.  
 
Council President Murphy - She added that they would like to be cautious and also be aware of 
the guidance coming by Gov. Murphy and his executive order. However they are looking into it. 
 
Borough Attorney Betesh-- mentioned that if the Borough advertised to hold the meetings in 
two different formats, then it has to ensure that the system is reliable, and that everyone 
attempting to access the meeting virtually can log in without technical issues.  
 
Borough Administrator Hynes – Mr. Hynes said the Borough is working on a hybrid meeting 
solution. The Borough applied for a grant and thanked Councilwoman Carpenter for her assis-
tance. He also reported that the Borough hired a consultant to assess technology upgrades for 
Borough Hall, including internet hard-wiring since Wi-Fi is unpredictable. 
 
Councilwoman Fede- In response to the Arborist: Ms. Elizabeth Stewart is a Certified Tree Ex-
pert. Ms. Stewart was hired is to provide a Tree Hazard Survey, and report on the condition and 
safety of the trees in Olsen Park.  
The police department will be notified to look into residents parking their vehicles over the side-
walk or into the street and it does make it difficult for people to walk.  
 
Councilwoman Carpenter – Concerned about the side walk issue and will follow up with prop-
erty maintain or police department. Also asked Borough Attorney Betesh to look into the ordi-
nance and make possible changes regarding side walk repair and permits. 
 
Discussion:   
Borough Attorney Betesh explained the process regarding the second bid opening for the Bogota 
Recreation Center: 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Connors for the Borough of Bogota Mayor and Council to 
reject the second bids for the Bogota Recreation Center to enter into “negotiated procurement, 
seconded by Council President Murphy, all in favor. Resolution number 2022-86 
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Motion was made by Councilman Connors to authorize Borough Administrator Hynes to contact 
the engineer to start the process of “negotiated procurement. Seconded by Council President 
Murphy, all in favor. Resolution number 2022-87 
 
Mr. Betesh explained: The second bid opening for the Bogota Recreation Center came in at 
$7.912 million, which is $260,000 less than previous lowest bid.  The Council rejected these bids 
to enter into negotiated procurement. By rejecting these bids the Borough can now proceed with 
one-on-one negotiations with each of the firms that submitted a bid. At these meetings 
representatives for the Borough can offer minor changes to the design in order to lower the 
cost. This would be led by Engineer Costa and other professionals with two Council members 
participating. 

Bogota Memorial Day Parade at $5,550.00: 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Carpenter to approve the annual request for funding of 
bands for the 2022 Bogota Memorial Day Parade at $5,550.00. Seconded by Council President 
Murphy, all in favor. Resolution number 2022-88. 

Consent Agenda: 
2022-79 – Agreement for professional services with the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation to construct roadway improvements on Palisade Avenue 
2022-80 – Bergen County Community Development Grant  
2022-81 -Approve the appointment of Mr. Eric Hodge for position of Fire Sub Code official 
2022-82 -Appoint Ms. Elizabeth Stewart as the Licensed Tree Expert for Bogota 
2022-83 -Issue a Request for Qualifications for a revaluation company 
2022-84- Appoint interim Boro Administrator as Fund Commissioner for the South Bergen JIF 
2022-85- Borough of Bogota proposed Bus Stop Changes  

Motion was made by Councilwoman Carpenter to approve the consent agenda. Seconded by 
Councilman Robbins, all in favor.  

Added: not added to consent agenda.  

2022-86 Reject the second bids for the Bogota Recreation Center 
2022-87 Authorize the Administrator to contact Engineer for negationated procurement  
2022-88 2022 Bogota Memorial Day Parade at $5,550.00.  

Resolution to be voted on separately: 
PC22-06 Payment of Claims 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Carpenter to approve the PC22-06 Payment of Claims. 
Seconded by Councilman Robbins, all in favor. Councilwoman Fede, abstain from Tom Service 
Invoices. 
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Approvals: 
Minutes 3/24/2022 
Closed Session Minutes 3/24/2022 Tabled for the next meeting April 21. 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Granquist to the Approvals for Minutes 3/24/2022. 
Seconded by Councilman Connors, all in favor. 
 
.2nd Citizen Remarks:  
One Five (5) minute time limit per person 
Councilwoman Carpenter made a motion to enter 2nd citizen remarks, seconded by Council 
President Murphy, all in favor 
 
Mr. Mazzella - asked where the bus stop will be located and the purpose. 
 
Ms. Youla- asked the council if they can share the process regarding the recreation center with 
the Recreation Committee. 
 
Mayor and Council answered citizen’s remarks 
 
Mayor Kelemen- He explained the Borough of Bogota proposed Bus Stop Changes. To approve 
roadway improvements on Palisade Ave. junction with the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation. To approve the relocation of a number of New Jersey Transit bus stops on W. Ft. 
Lee Rd. This will be moved to be closer to the entrance of the Atwater Apartment complex. An 
Eastbound will be move to the sidewalk cutout already in place. The Westbound stop will be 
across W. Ft. Lee Rd. from the eastbound stop.  The buses that will serve this stop are the: 751 & 
755 to Bergen College and Edgewater Commons. The 182 & 178 to New York George 
Washington Bus Terminal and the Hackensack Bus Terminal, and the 168 to New York Port 
Authority Bus Terminal and Paramus Park Mall 

 
Council President Murphy- Ms. Youla the process will be shared in public to everyone. 
 
Reports:   
Five (5) minute time limit per Council Member 
Mayor, Council Committees, Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney, Acting Clerk 
 
Mayor Kelemen- He said there were 33 reported COVID cases in the past weeks. Thanked 
Councilwoman Fede and Council President Murphy for their dedication and time conducting 
interviews. He announced that the Bogota High School Athletic Hall of Fame will hold a Beef-
steak dinner fundraiser on Friday 13-May. This will be held at the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Teaneck. Cost is $75.00 per person. For more information please 
contact bogotahof@gmail.com. Additionally, he said Bogota Emergency Services Youth 
Academy has postponed their next Summer Academy until further notice.  

mailto:bogotahof@gmail.com
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Councilwoman Granquist- Report that DPW has done a great job cleaning up the snow 
equipment and putting them away for next year. A DPW worker got struck by a hit and run 
driver, he is ok and the driver got five tickets. - Recycling Center- it was reported that recycling 
center can stay in place for 18 months. No urgency to continue discussions with RP - now on 
hold. 
  
Councilman Connors-   Annual Egg Hunt for Easter is scheduled for April 9, 2022 at the 
Recreation Center from 9am to 9:40 am.   
 
Councilwoman Carpenter – Application for the grant for the recording system has been 
submitted. Spoke with Neglia Engineering, and the Main St repaving project will occur between 
June and July of this year.  This is scheduled to be a full removal of the old surface, with new 
pavement and relining to follow. The repaving of River Rd is scheduled for 2023. 
 
Council President Murphy – She reported  that personnel is moving forward with the interview 
process- the administrator opening extended for two more weeks to give the opportunity to more 
applicants. – Discussed the project by the Golf Center and reported that Bogota Golf Center is 
converting to warehouses. A majority of these warehouses will be situated on Ridgefield Park 
property. However, 25 commercial trucks (we are talking likely 40 foot container trucks) will be 
entering and exiting Bogota via River Road. As reported, the trucks would enter into Bogota via 
Hackensack (assuming near Atwater) turn onto River Road via gas station. Councilman Connors 
asked why they cannot go through the back road via Ridgefield Park, it was relayed that no fur-
ther changes could be made because it was basically a done deal. 
 
Councilman Robbins- Fire House/Engine Report -. DPW Superintendent Mr. Kohles is placing 
the lighting throughout the Hose 2 Fire House, cleaned up the leaves and read a list of 
improvements still needed. 
Health – The health inspector Mr. Dabrowski submitted to the Mayor and Council the proposed 
amendment to the Borough of Bogota, NJ Municipal Code: Chapter 5. Animals 5-1.3 license and 
Registration Fees (Ord. 10/23/41, S4; Ord. #857, S1: Ord. #1012, S1). The proposal increases the 
total annual dog license fee to twelve dollars for neutered dogs, and $15 for non-neutered dogs. 
This proposal aligns the borough’s fees to neighboring municipalities throughout, Bergen 
County. 
Additionally he spoke about the overnight parking committee.  He met with the police chief 
Maye and Councilman Connors to discuss painting parking spaces and solutions: finding some 
additional overnight parking areas: Former councilman Napolitano is helping to set up a meeting 
with a representative from St. Joseph to discuss, possibly using a small portion of their parking 
lot about 10 spaces for additional overnight parking. 
 
Councilwoman Fede- Police Department did a presentation for the middle school and high 
school students about bullying. Police reported 157 traffic stops, 46 parking enforcement, 49 
medical assistance and 4 registered sex offender in a month in town. Personnel: 2 interviews this 
weekend and had 4 last weekend. Meeting with auxiliary and the police Captain Piterski and the 
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Chief Maye this week. She described the transitioning auxiliary program to the special law 
enforcement, program. The auxiliaries, and anybody that's interested in the program, have to 
reapply. The classes will be offered from September to December 

The Auxiliary program is fading across the State and the Sleo program can also writing parking 
tickets 

Administrator Mr. Hynes- spoke about the decision to have in person, zoom or a hybrid 
meetings, and he said he feels optimistic that the Borough has a chance in regard to the grant 
application submitted to the county, and thanked Councilwoman Carpenter for assisting in 
moving this under a tight deadline. Grant proposals for a BIS system to record the public 
meetings (business information systems). The Borough expects to have an answer about the 
award in around 2 weeks. He also reported that the town hired a consultant to assess technology 
upgrades for Borough Hall, including internet hard wiring, since Wi-Fi is unpredictable. 
Thanked everybody for giving him the opportunity to serve as the Borough Administrator. 

 

Acting Clerk Ms. Flores-Bolivard- Reported that she has sent out the Financial Disclosure 
Notices, which need to be completed by April 30. 

Closed Session- Motion made by Councilwoman Carpenter to go into closed session personnel 
second Councilwoman Granquist. All in favor. 

Closed Session:  Motion made by Councilman Robbins to go back to open session, seconded by 
Councilwoman Carpenter, all in favor.  

Action taken regarding Mr. Kohles DPW Superintendent Contract as follows:  

Borough attorney Betesh addressed a discussion that took place in closed session concerning the 
DPW Superintendent contract, and following that discussion, a series of resolutions were put on 
the record that pertain to his contract. 
 
On January 20, 2022, Resolution #2022-41 was adopted.  However, upon Administrator Mr. 
Hynes review of the contract, an error was discovered with regards to his salary, and so a 
resolution is going to be made to amend that prior resolution. 
 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Carpenter to amend Resolution #2022-41 and seconded by 
Council President Murphy. Majority of the council voted yes:  Granquist, Robbins and Council 
President Murphy voted yes, Councilman Connors and Councilwoman Fede voted no. 
(Resolution #2022-89) 
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Per the amendment, the Council agreed to give Mr. Kohles a three year extension to his contract, 
with a 2022 base salary of $103,000, and an annual 2% raise for the years 2023 and 2024, with 
the remaining terms of the contract to stay the same.  

 
Adjournment 11:38 pm 
 

Motion made by Councilwoman Carpenter to adjourn the meeting, second Granquist, all in 
favor. 

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the minutes. 
 
Yenlys Flores-Bolivard 

4/20/2022 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


















































































